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THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

DOCKET NO. 2016-222-WS 

 

IN RE:  Application of Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. ) 

   for Adjustment of Rates and    )         SETTLEMENT TESTIMONY  

   Charges and Modifications to Certain )                              OF 

   Terms and Conditions for the Provision )                 BECKY DENNIS 

   of Water and Sewer Service   )   
 1 

Q.  What is your name and position? 2 

 A.  Becky Dennis, I am the Director of Operations at Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. (“KIU”).   3 

Q.  Have you testified in this docket? 4 

A.  Yes, I provided direct testimony on behalf of KIU. 5 

Q.  What is the purpose of your testimony? 6 

A.  I am testifying in support of the Settlement Agreement among KIU, the Office of 7 

Regulatory Staff, the Town of Kiawah Island, and the Kiawah Island Community Association. 8 

Q.  Are the proposed changes to KIU’s tariffs and charges acceptable to the Company? 9 

A.  Yes.  The settlement tariffs and charges will allow KIU to continue providing quality 10 

service to its customers. 11 

Q.  What rates result from the parties’ settlement? 12 

A.  The chart below shows the existing rates, the rates proposed in the application, and the 13 

settlement rates.  Rate increases are never welcome, but the increase agreed upon in the settlement 14 

is reasonable, especially since the company has not raised rates since 2012.  15 

Based on average system usage of 11,000 gallons per month, the resulting average monthly 16 

water bill of $78.84 represents an increase of $10.09.  A customer using 11,000 gallons of water 17 

per month will experience an increase of $4.33 in sewer fees.   18 

 19 
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Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. 

Monthly Rates 

Rate Current Application Settlement 

Water Service Charges 

Base Facilities Charge   

5/8” meter $29.92 $37.57/mo. $34.29 per month 

¾” meter $44.89 $56.37/mo. $51.44 per month 

1” meter $74.81 $93.94/mo. $85.73 per month 

1 ½” meter $149.62 $187.88/mo. $171.46 per month 

2 “ meter $239.40 $300.61/mo. $274.35 per month 

3” meter $523.68 $657.58/mo. $600.14 per month 

4” meter $1502.90 $1887.19/mo. $1,722.32 per month 

Over 4”  Max r.m.c. x $29.92 

per month / 20 gpm 

Max r.m.c. x $37.57 per 

month / 20 gpm 

Max r.m.c. x $34.29 per 

month / 20 gpm 

Hotel and Motel $12.02/mo./room $15.09/mo./room $13.77/mo./room 

Consumption Charge   

All up to 11,000 gal per 

mo. 

$3.53/1,000 gal. $4.43/1,000 gal. $4.05 /1,000 gal. 

Excess Consumption 

Charge # 1 – over 

11,000 gal per mo. Up 

to 55,000 gal. per month 

$3.98/1,000 gal. $5.00/1,000 gal. $4.56 /1,000 gal 

Excess Consumption 

Charge # 1 All over 

50,000 gal per month 

$4.25/1,000 gal. $5.34/1,000 gal. $4.87 /1,000 gal. 

Commercial, Hotel and 

Motel 

$4.25/1,000 gal. $5.34/1,000 gal. $4.87 / 1,000 gal. 

Sewer Service Charges 

Base Facilities Charge   

5/8” meter $22.86 $28.71/mo. $26.20 per month 

¾” meter $34.29 $43.06/mo. $39.30 per month 

1” meter $57.15 $71.76/mo. $65.49 per month 

1 ½” meter $114.29 $143.51/mo. $130.98 per month 

2 “ meter $182.87 $229.63/mo. $209.57 per month 

3” meter $400.03 $502.32/mo. $458.43 per month 

4” meter $1236.78 $1553.02/mo. $1,417.35 per month 

Over 4” Max r.m.c. x $22.86   

per month / 20 gpm 

Max r.m.c. x $28.71 per 

month / 20 gpm 

Max r.m.c. x $26.20 per 

month / 20 gpm 

Hotel and Motel $9.14/mo./room $11.48/mo./room $10.47 /mo./room 

Consumption Charge   

All up to 11,000 gal. per 

month 

$0.60/1,000 gal. $0.75/1,000 gal. $0.69 per 1,000 gal. 

Commercial, Hotel and 

Motel 

$2.34/1,000 gal. $2.94/1,000 gal. $2.68 per 1,000 gal. 

See Application and Settlement Agreement for Irrigation, Fire Hydrant, Golf Course, Fire Line and other 

fees and charges. 
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Q.  In his testimony, Craig Sorensen discussed increased cost due to a longer route for the 1 

second water supply line, can you explain why this route was chosen? 2 

A.  As discussed in my direct testimony, a longer route was chosen to accommodate 3 

environmental concerns.  The 5,300-foot route originally selected crossed a conservation easement 4 

owned by the Low Country Open Land Trust.  A new 6,900-foot route was selected to minimize 5 

intrusion on the conservation easement.  New drilling technology, which was not available in 2011, 6 

allowed KIU to select this longer route.  While the new route was more expensive, it allowed us 7 

to avoid litigation which could have delayed the project and resulted in even higher costs.  8 

Q. Do you recommend this settlement to the Commission. 9 

A.  Yes, I do.  I am especially pleased that all parties could enter into this settlement.   10 


